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Youth unemployment:SA's ticking bomb!!!
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EDUCATION EMPOWERS?

farming

Agriculture is the short  end of the 

stick 

Youth say ,“to farm 
is to suffer”

“Slow pace of land reform and poor development - very few black farmers and in particular the youth, have acquired land and where land has been availed to the youth, development is slow or the project has collapsed.”

“the youth need to be tau
ght about agriculture and 

farming and to involve themselves in such projects as 

food security projects  rather than s
pend their time 

drinking beer”.

“our youth are too much depended on the government for handouts; they 

are complacent and in general they lack basic survival skills”

60% of unemployed youths, have never worked in their lives 
lack of quality education in schools makes it difficult to 
produce  the skilled workforce needed to grow the economy

Youth in Agriculture and Rural Development Youth in Agriculture and Rural Development 

(YARD)(YARD)--20072007

""Agriculture Agriculture -- A thousand opportunitiesA thousand opportunities””
Purpose/objectives:

The institution is expected among others to:

1. Promote and improve the active participation of youth in the 
agricultural sector 

1. ( E.g NYS-Rural Agricultural Projects Youth can be gainfully employed in the creation of large-scale; scientifically and engineering solid 
commercial agricultural, animal husbandry and agro-processing ventures). IYDS of SA 2012-2016

2. Understand and respond to the youth's needs by implementing 
appropriate programmes, policies and services

3. Promote economic equality for the youth through e.g. Agricultural 
Black Economic Empowerment (AgriBEE) and other programmes

4. Advocate for the youth's equal participation and representation in 
decision making in the agriculture and rural development sector.

5. Promote and develop the skills of youth as leaders at all levels in 
agriculture and rural development

“A comprehensive strategy to popularise and market agriculture and farming as a profession and business 
for youth exploitation must be developed as part of the strategy” (2011, NYDA )

Position paper submitted by S Position paper submitted by S 

VetterVetter
Commercialisation of livestock farming

“If rural development is to ensure that the 
benefits from rangelands are shared more 
equitably among the rural population, it is 
important to also support the activities that 
women and the youth already or potentially 
engage in”( Vetter)

Mercenary view excludes youthMercenary view excludes youth

� Within the commercialization of goats 
programme are other initiatives such as 
the livestock improvement development 
programme. 

�� ““All of these initiatives, however, All of these initiatives, however, 

have one disadvantagehave one disadvantage, and that is that 
like similar initiatives in other provinces, 
very few youth are involved” (Burgess 

2009).

AbstractAbstract
� The Common perception (i.e. Youth not Interested in agriculture ) 

leads to 2 concerns: 

i.  exacerbates the youth unemployment crisis

ii.  that the already low levels of agricultural activity in the former   
homelands/reserves are likely to drop further, imperilling any hope 
for rural development in the future

� In our article we will set out to explore the ‘youth in agriculture 
problem’ from various angles. 
1. First, it surveys the various explanations prevalent in the policy 

community regarding the ‘youth in agriculture problem’.   

2. Second, it gathers together the sparse research evidence sparse research evidence regarding 
the participation/non-participation of the youth in agriculture. 

3. Reflect on the intersection between the ‘youth in agriculture 
problem’, and the challenges of promoting livestock production in challenges of promoting livestock production in 
the communal rangelandsthe communal rangelands of the former homelands/reserves. 



Abstract continueAbstract continue

◦ The article tentatively argues that there is a 
strong parallel between the strong parallel between the ‘‘youth in youth in 
agriculture problemagriculture problem’, and the question of and the question of 
commercialisation of livestock productioncommercialisation of livestock production, 
in the sense that the pursuit of the latter is 
little to comprise at least a partial solution 
to the former. 

◦ By the same token, the article argues that 
both face a common challenge, namely the 
high levels of concentration of cattle/small 
stock ownership in the former homelands & 
reserves

Conflict between conservation and Conflict between conservation and 

development    development    

� De-stocking to adhere to “carrying capacity”

“The ‘need’ for livestock keepers to adhere to a 
defined carrying capacity to conserve rangeland 

resources and achieve economic development 
remains an institutionalised ‘fact’.”(Benjaminsen et 
al. 2006)

� Should the youth be encouraged to become livestock 
farmers if their parents are required to de-stock?

� ‘Carrying capacity’- The real tragedy,  there is no other 
alternative than de-stocking (Rhode et al, 2006) 

� We need to make our rural communities resilient e.g. 
diversify their livelihoods

BackgroundBackground
� South Africa has a youth population (14-35 

years of age) which is about 41% of its entire 
population  (STATS SA MID 2011) 

� A significant proportion of population (70%) is 
aged between 0 and 35 demonstrating a typical 
youth bulge.( Insert pyramids)

� Demographic dividend -by its nature is 
supposed to provide an opportunity to explore 
and implement policies and programmes that 
would get maximum benefits from a 
youthful population

�

Youth UnemploymentYouth Unemployment

� As of 2011, SA had an unemployment 
rate of 25%, about 70% of the 
unemployed is youth (14- 35 years of 
age).

� The high rate of youth unemployment is 
more pronounced in the age group 15 to 
24 years.

� It has become urgent that a coordinated 
and integrated approach by all sectors of 
society is adopted in the country (NYDA,  

2012) .

The majority of small scale farmers are The majority of small scale farmers are 

young people ( young people ( AliberAliber 2009)2009)

� It is true that a larger proportion of older 
people farm, however they are a smaller 
section of the population.

� For example, 12% of 15-19 year-olds are 
involved in subsistence farming as compared 
to 24% of 55-59 year-olds according to the 
March 2007 Labour Force Survey.

� Approximately 1.9 million subsistence 
farmers are aged 15 – 29 years.

Participation in agriculture by ageParticipation in agriculture by age ( ( AliberAliber 2009)2009)



“What the graph shows is that in 
absolute terms, younger people 
involved in farming outnumber older 
people, i.e. the number of people in 
agriculture declines with age. However, 
the number of youth who farm is small 
relative to the size of their  age cohort, 
whereas a larger proportion of older 
people engage in farming, at least until 
the 70+ age group, at which stage the 
ability to farm is presumably 
increasingly constrained by infirmity.”
Aliber 2009 

Age of  Age of  NamaqualandNamaqualand livestock ownerslivestock owners
( Source: I Samuels)( Source: I Samuels)

“The majority of 
farmers owning 
substantial herds of 
livestock, and who 
engage in some form of 
small scale of 
commercial activity, are 
older men, while the 
majority of rural 
households own no 
livestock at all” ( Position 
Paper S Vetter)

YARD & Youth access to land  YARD & Youth access to land  

� In 2007 the minister of agriculture and land affairs, 
Lulama Xingwana, during the launch of the National 
Structure of YARD Entrepreneurship Network 
Forum made the following remark:
◦ “ during presentations( referring to presentations done at the Youth 
summit) you became aware that before you can become involved 
in agriculture you need land. You know that before you attain 
that land you need finance and you also now  know where to 
get that finance”

You must be 21years    old  to You must be 21years    old  to 

OWN LAND in SA?OWN LAND in SA?
� E.g. in South Africa, a young person can 

legally consent to sexual intercourse at 
the age of 16, can obtain a driver’s licence 
at the age of 17, can vote at the age of 18 
but can only own land at the age of 21 
(Mkandawire and Chigunta, 1999, 
in:Curtain 2001).

� KIBBUTZ  and AFASA, HEIFER and other 
initiatives

“A country with a future orientation is a 
country that develops the capabilities of its 
youth” (Chapter 6 of NPC: 2011: 12).
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