17 May 2005
NOTICE TO ALL MEMBERS

GRASSLAND SOCIETY AWARDS

The Council of the Grassland Society of Southern Africa calls for nominations for the following Society Awards:

· Prestige Award (outstanding contribution to the science of the discipline)

· Meritorious Award (service to the discipline of Grassland Science)

· Young Scientist Award (for an outstanding young scientist)

· Honorary Membership (outstanding contribution to achieving the aims of the Society)

All nominations must be fully motivated and supported by at least three members in good standing. Please send nominations to The Administrator via post (PO Box 41, Hilton, Pietermaritzburg, 3245, South Africa), e-mail (admin@gssa.co.za) or fax (+27 (0) 33 390-3113) to arrive before 14 July 2005. Alternatively, hand delivered nominations will be accepted at the Congress until midday on 19 July 2005.

Full descriptions of the awards and their criteria appear below. Please consider these when making your nominations.

Grassland Society of Southern Africa Prestige Award

This award is made to the scientist whose work has made a significant impact on range and forage science and/or practice.

Objective: The primary aim of this award is to encourage the scientific advancement of the discipline of range and forage science in Africa. It is aimed at all research fields that have an influence on the development of science, and applies to research work that breaks new ground in the discipline.

Criteria:
· This award should only recognise outstanding contributions to the science of the discipline.

· The research programme or the interpretation should be innovative.

· The results and, in particular, the interpretation which is applied to them should have a substantial impact on the discipline.

· Signed nominations must be submitted in writing together with a motivation to the Honorary Secretary (as per Constitution).

· Decisions regarding this award are made by secret ballot/unanimous vote at a Council meeting.

· It is not mandatory for this award to be made at each Congress.

Grassland Society of Southern Africa Meritorious Award

This award is made to a member of the GSSA in recognition of exceptional service to the Society.

Objective: The primary aim of this award is to encourage active and meaningful participation in the running of the GSSA. It is not made in recognition of research but rather for contributions to the development of Society.

Criteria:

· The recipient must have contributed significantly to the development of the Society over a period of at least five years.

· The GSSA must have benefited from such contribution in some manner, (i.e. an inactive Council member serving on the Council for more than five years does not qualify).

· Signed nominations must be submitted in writing together with a motivation to the Honorary Secretary (as per Constitution).

· Decisions regarding this award are made by secret ballot at a Council meeting.

It is not mandatory for this award to be made at each Congress.

Young Grassland Scientist Award

Objective: This award is made to encourage new researchers in the discipline.

Criteria:
· The award is available only to members of the Society who have been involved in scientific research in the discipline for less than five years by 31 January of the year in which the Congress is held.

· The award is made to an individual only once.

· The award should be made on the all-round performance of new scientists. Factors which should be taken into consideration include the quality of the research and its presentation (in the form of both Congress presentations as well as publications), as well as the potential impact the research has on the discipline of range and forage science.

· At least one peer-reviewed scientific publication and one formal conference presentation (no posters, and not necessarily at the GSSA Congress) must be made by every nominee. The amount of supervision associated with such presentations of research must be taken into account.

· Signed nominations must be submitted in writing together with a motivation to the Honorary Secretary (as per Constitution).

· Decisions regarding this award are made by secret ballot at a Council meeting.

· It is not mandatory for this award to be made at each Congress, and the award may be made to more than one person in any particular year.

Grassland Society of Southern Africa Honorary Membership

This award is made to a person whom the Society wishes to honour by reason of meritorious services rendered for the realisation of the objects of the Society or by reason of his/her eminence in science.

