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Agricultural Business Chamber (ABC) participates in a  

meeting with Minister of Rural Development and Land  

Reform, Minister Gungile Nkwinti 
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The 9th IRC held in Rosario, Argentina, 

provided the international platform for the 

presentation of the results of research in 

range and forage production.  

    It further provided the opportunity to 

exchange information with international 

researchers from all continents and to 

expose these scientists to the science and 

practice of range and pasture management 

in southern Africa as strived for by the 

GSSA.  

  

In terms of the Society, three of the major 

objectives were achieved: 

 

• In promoting and creating aware-

ness and opportunities in southern 

Africa for range and pasture scien-

tists, technologists and farmers to 

confer and exchange ideas; and 

• In disseminating knowledge and 

information in the field of range-

land science through attendance of 

congresses and publications; 

• Encouraging liaison with other 

societies having similar or com-

mon interests both nationally and 

internationally 

9 

Report for the 9th International Rangeland Congress in 

Rosario Argentina as the GSSA Representative Mike Peel Agricultural Research Council  Animal production Institute E mail: mikep@arc.agric.za 
D 

r. Mike Peel is Immediate 

Past President of the GSSA 

and is also the Programme 

Manager Rangeland Ecology 

housed in the Animal Production Institute 

of the ARC.  

    The 9th International Rangeland  

Congress is the premier international con-

gress for rangeland scientists in the world. 

The congress provided an excellent  

opportunity for rangeland scientists and 

practitioners to share their research and 

experience. 

    The GSSA is the major Society dealing 

with research relating to research and 

management of southern Africa’s grass-

lands and rangelands. Natural  

rangelands provide the nutrition for  

almost all of South Africa's national herds 

(cattle, sheep, goats and wildlife) and the 

health of these rangelands is paramount to 

the sustained production of these herds.  

 
 
 
 
Images of Rosario - Wikimedia Commons 
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I co-chaired Session 2.2 titled „Diversified 

uses of Rangelands and Conservation‟ 
with Dr Nestor Maceira (Argentina).  

    I presented the closing summary for the 

session as well as the written  

summary for the closing congress for the 

session. My attendance allowed me to 

make platform presentations titled “The 

Value and Costs of Wildlife in the Eastern 

Lowveld of South Africa” (author Mike 

Peel) and a platform presentation for 

Winston Trollope titled “Assessing Range 

Condition - A Fire Management Decision 

Support System to Mitigate Climate 

Change in South Western Zambia”.  

    I further attended a breakfast meeting 

addressing the “Drylands” of the world 

with Constance Neely (FAO, World Agro-

forestry Centre USA/Kenya), Matt Barnes 

(Society for Range Management USA); 

Pablo Borrelli (Ovis XXI  

Argentina) and Brian Marshall (Savory 

Institute Australia).  

    The overall aim of the programme is to 

improve the livelihoods of and increase 

opportunities for development for poor 

people living in the drylands of Africa and 

the world. This will be achieved by study-

ing and understanding a selection of suc-

cesses in land rehabilitation and resource 

management, and using the knowledge 

obtained to stimulate the significant up 

scaling of successful  

practice. 

 

The Congress thus provided an opportu-

nity for the GSSA to: 

 

• Promote improved cooperation 

between South African and  

international research groups. 

• Highlight South African  

excellence in Science and  

Technology in the southern 

African sub-region; 

• Encourage Science and  

Technology partnerships; 

• Advances the achievement of 

strategic South African S&T 

priorities and strengthens 

global partnerships; and 

• Enhance the  

internationalisation of the  

African Research Area. 

 

The stand had many visits and the jour-

nals and copies of Grassroots were much 

sought after (I had to protect some copies 

or all of the copies would have been  

removed in the first hour of the stand  

opening).  

    As a co-chair of a session and keynote 

speaker the GSSA benefited through the 

organising committee paying towards my 

accommodation while in Rosario, my 

congress registration and through some 

negotiation on Freyni du Toit and my part 

the waiving of  

registration for the GSSA stand! The 

ARC gave me permission to travel, an 

investment in my time away from office.  

    Further return on investment was large 

through widespread interest in the GSSA 

stand and hopefully some of these con-

tacts will subscribe either as Associate or 

Individual members (time will tell). Con-

tact with members of the Drylands pro-

gramme in particular has great  

potential for raising the profile of the 
Society in Africa. 
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Revitalizing Planted Pastures in South Africa 
Wayne Truter1 and Chris Dannhauser2 

E mail: wayne.truter@up.ac.za and chriswei@vodamail.co.za 

* Department of Plant Production and Soil Science,   1University of Pretoria, Pretoria and School of  

Agriculture and environmental Science, 2University of Limpopo, Sovenga                                               

T here is concern amongst mem-bers of the Grassland Society of 
Southern Africa (GSSA) about 
the future of Planted Pastures in 

South Africa. During the council meeting, 
in January 2010 at Kimberly, it was  
decided to start a campaign to revitalize 
this discipline by encouraging research,  
publications and training and most  
importantly mentoring of young scientists 
and specialists. Since then a Strategic 
Plan was drafted and is as follows.  
 
 Draft Strategic Plan 

 

After reviewing the membership list of 
the GSSA, and as far as possible grouping 
the Grassland Scientists (who have some 
specialization in planted pastures) from 
the list, a few conclusions and/or deduc-
tions were made.  
    The conclusions drawn from this  
exercise and after communicating with 
specialists in the field, consequently rec-
ognized a few factors that has contributed 
to the dwindling numbers of planted  
pasture specialists, academics and/or  
researchers in the country, which then 
ultimately supports the importance of 
revitalizing the planted pastures  
component of the Grassland Society.  

These conclusions have also in the recent 
years been supported by the fact that the 
Department of Education, regards Pasture 
Science as one of the most scarce agricul-
tural skills in the country and requires  
significant inputs to address this issue. 
    Of the 487 members, approximately 18 
% (+/- 87 members) of the members have 
some expertise in planted pastures, and of 
these members 9 % of them are academics 
at tertiary institutions training under- and 
post graduate students and 3.33 % of these 
members excluding the academics that do 
research as well, are researchers and the 
remaining 88% of  
people with planted pasture expertise are 
either government officials, self-employed, 
parastatal or in industry (seed companies 
etc.). The factors that contribute to the 
shortage of effective planted pasture  
research and training in South Africa are 
as follows: 
1. In government institutions and research 
institutions, there are many vacant posi-
tions, run down infrastructure,  
insufficient running capital and significant 
red tape and most importantly, the absence 
of mentors. Inter-provincial Planted  
Pasture working groups, with remaining  
specialists can be an opportunity to address 
this challenge. 



      Grassroots               August  2011                            Vol 11 No. 3                                 

 

“Pasture Science is one of the 
most scarce agricultural skills in 

the country and requires  
significant inputs to address this 

issue.”  

21 

2.  There is lack of vision with in Depart-
ments to prioritize research, and this can be 
an avenue that the GSSA can help guide 
government of important research opportu-
nities 
 
3. There are significant changes in agricul-
ture with serious financial implications, and 
new technologies and developments in this 
field are required. Shortage of Plant Breed-
ers – Need to encourage/attract students in 
the Genetic Sciences to become more in-
volved in Planted Pastures 
 
4. The dairy industry of South Africa, 
which is primarily located in the coastal 
areas, is entirely dependant on planted pas-
tures, and this discipline is mainly sup-
ported by animal scientists. It is therefore, 
imperative that the dairy industry is ap-
proached to support the campaign. 
 
5. Insufficient marketing of the importance 
of the discipline – this can be addressed by 
having popular articles endorsed by the 
GSSA. 
 
6. More involvement of stakeholders (meat, 
wool, fertilizer & seed industries), through 
financial support (bursaries) and intern-
ships, in the training of young scientist. 
 
7. More short courses endorsed by the 
GSSA. 
 
8. The shortage of academics in the disci-
pline, resulting in the loss of Planted Pas-
ture education at tertiary level. Of all the 
larger universities, there are probably 4 left 
that actually offer more than one Planted 
Pasture course, and not even to mention a 
research programme in Planted Pastures. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Relevant Contacts 

 

The GSSA membership list has been scru-
tinized to establish relevant contacts in the 
following categories. 
 

 Potential Mentors 

 
Currently a number of mentors have been 
identified, but have not yet been contacted 
to establish their availability. 
 
 Funding Opportunities 

 

The following institutions listed are to be 
contacted for support: NRF, Industry 
(Seed Companies, Fertilizer Companies 
etc.), MPO, RPO, Protein Research Foun-
dation (Legume production), EU funding 
(EP7 Framework) – Innovative Research 
Funding etc. 
 

          Creating links with Industry 

 

Various links are to be made with industry  
•  to sponsor bursaries and where possible 
be followed by internships,   
•  involve and invite associated societies 
such as RPO, MPO, Wool growers Asso-
ciation, SANSOR and SANCID to attend 
congress and/or have them publish in 
Grassroots , and reach an agreement for 
GSSA to publish or be represented at their 
events. 
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          The Popular Agricultural Press 

 

Media releases in popular agricultural 
magazines and newsletters are planned to 
highlight the status quo of the Planted 
Pasture Science discipline, thus the im-
portance of planted pastures, scientists 
and specialists in the agricultural sector  
of Southern Africa. 
    At the initiation of this campaign, and 
the drafting of the strategic plan, it was 
proposed that an open letter be sent to all 
listed persons the GSSA has record of 
with some expertise in Planted Pastures.  
Below is the open letter, and it would be 
appreciated if any person who has not yet 
received such a letter and would like to 
participate in this campaign, please send 
us their details so that we can make con-
tact with them. 
 
 

      Open Letter to Pasture Scientists 

 

To all Planted Pastures Specialists in SA 
 
      Planted Pastures in South Africa:  

   The way forward? 

 

For quite a few years there is concern 
amongst GSSA members about the future 
of Planted Pastures in SA. The number of 
publications in this field is declining in 
our journal and it seems as if the Planted 
Pasture Scientists are on the “red list”.  
During the last GSSA council meeting, 
Prof. Chris Dannhauser and Dr. Wayne 
Truter were tasked to “revitalize” the 
Planted Pasture component of the GSSA. 
The plan of action at this stage is to: 

•  List all the experienced Grassland and 
Pasture scientists in SA, who are specifi-
cally involved in Planted Pastures. Even 
those who are retired, because they can 
make valuable contributions. 
•  Form a National Working Group on 
Planted Pastures to facilitate this  
campaign. 
•  Encourage people on the list of special-
ists to consider publishing within the next 
year. This can be a publications based on 
historical or new data. It can be a full sci-
entific publication for our Journal or a 
popular article for our Grassroots bulletin. 
• Establish reasons for the decline (or 

“retrogression”) of specialists and/
or interest in this field of specializa-
tion and consequently find solutions 
for the problem. 

 A request to all the Planted Pas-
ture scientists who received this notice: 
Are you willing to participate in this ac-
tion? If yes, in what way possible? Please 
indicate (with a √ or x) in the table below: 
Any further suggestions for this campaign 
will be much appreciated. 
Please send us updated contact details and 
comments and suggestions. 
 

Chris Daunhauser: 

chriswei@vodamail.co.za  

+27 (0)82 8734736           

Wayne Truter:  

wayne.truter@up.ac.za  

+27 (0)83 4703964 

22 
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Filling Elephant-sized Gaps  
Dr George Chirima and Dr Tony Swemmer  -  SAEON Ndlovu Node 

Throughout the protected  

areas of southern and  

eastern Africa, elephant 

populations continue to 

grow, trees continue to fall 

and managers and scientists  

continue to argue. The  

so-called “elephant  

debate” began decades  

ago, as the impact of  

elephants on the vegetation  

of game reserves and  

national parks started  

becoming visible to managers, tourists 

and scientists. 

    In a recent article in SAEON eNews, 

“Mom, I want to be an ecosystem engi-

neer", SAEON’s Observation Science 

Specialist, Prof Tim O’Connor describes 

how his long-term research in a private 

game reserve provides direct evidence of 

how a relatively low density of elephants 

is transforming a woodland into a shrub-

land, and may eliminate a number of tree 

species from the protected area. 

    While not as detailed, other studies and 

observations indicate similar transforma-

tions for much larger protected areas, 

such as the Kruger National Park, Chobe 

Game Reserve, Hwange National Park 

and Amboseli National Park.  

Is this information adequate to initiate 

large-scale management interventions to 

stop the growth of elephant populations 

over much of Africa? This is not a trivial, 

“bunny hugger” concern given the extent 

of land that falls within protected areas 

containing elephants, the invaluable con-

tribution of these areas for the continua-

tion of ecosystem services and much of 

Africa’s remaining biodiversity, and the 

potential for elephants to dramatically 

alter the nature of these ecosystems. 

    "The so-called “elephant debate” began 

decades ago, as the impact of elephants on 

the vegetation of game reserves and na-

tional parks started becoming visible. 

"The last point is the critical one.  
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While it is clear that elephants can and are 

changing the structure of ecosystems by 

breaking, pushing and uprooting trees, it 

is not clear what the long-term conse-

quences of such changes will be for the 

thousands of other species that inhabit 

these ecosystems. If elephants transform a 

tall savanna to a short savanna, or a 

woodland to a shrubland, or bushveld to 

grassland, will this result in a net loss of 

biodiversity in the long term?” 

    Considering that the conservation of 

biodiversity is the primary mandate of 

protected areas, this is a key question in 

the elephant debate. Unfortunately, very 

little scientific evidence is available to 

answer this question. Despite decades of 

research and an imposing bibliography on 

elephant ecology, it is a question that con-

tinues to boggle the minds of scientists 

and managers alike.  

    Dr George Chirima, a scientist at the 

SAEON Ndlovu Node has begun synthe-

sising previous research on the impacts of 

elephant on biodiversity, with over 300 

published and non-published articles on 

this topic located to date. Most, if not all 

publications have underscored the need 

for more real data in order to generalise 

impacts on other species resulting from 

elephant foraging. A small fraction of this 

published work spanned more than five 

years, and comparisons between findings 

from different areas have been inconsis-

tent, not quantitative and not exhaustive 

enough to draw meaningful generalisa-

tions.  
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How other components of biodiversity in-

cluding birds, insects, reptiles, small mam-

mals and herbaceous plants respond to ele-

phant impacts remains largely speculative, 

or entirely unknown. What is clear is that 

long-term research spanning different eco-

systems and covering a range of soils and 

climates, is needed to produce reliable data, 

and ultimately consensus amongst the lead-

ing experts and managers. 

    The SAEON Ndlovu Node will be con-

tributing to filling this knowledge gap with 

a new project aimed at determining the ef-

fects of elephants on many aspects of biodi-

versity, over and above tree structure and 

species diversity. This new project will 

make use of the Node’s network of tree 

monitoring sites established by Node Man-

ager Dr Tony Swemmer over the past few 

years, which includes some sites in pro-

tected areas with no elephants, and some 

with elephants. 

    The Node will also be working with 

Kruger National Park scientists, particularly 

Dr Sam Ferreira to exploit existing elephant 

exclosures as additional study sites. These 

exclosures consist of blocks of some 50 ha 

with electrified fencing that keeps out ele-

phants, but allows smaller herbivores to 

move freely in and out. This provides a 

valuable research tool for disentangling the 

impacts of elephants from those of other 

herbivores. Partnerships with private game 

reserves bordering the Kruger National Park 

have allowed for control sites to be estab-

lished in protected areas with no elephants. 

Variables to be measured include not only 

local impacts on various types of biodiver-

sity over a time-scale of years or a decade, 

but also those that relate to ecological proc-

esses that will improve models and predic-

tions of future changes. 


